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that hmife fo far, as to enable him to enjoy his family inheritance, whidb    Chapter^,
could not be done without an aft of parliament."

Methueh, comptroller of tlie lioufehold, in an animated fpeech, which
made a deep imprefl|on qn the houfe, exprefled his hearty difapprobatiofl of
the motion, and obferved,ce that the public crimes for which this petitioner
flood attainted^ were fo heinous, fo flagrant, and of fo deep a dye, as not
to admit of any expiation or atonement ; and whatever he might have done
to deferve his majefty's private grace and pardon, yet he thought him alto-
gether unworthy of any national favour." Then, after enumerating the
inftances of his villainous and fcandalous condudl, while he had a fhare m
the adminiftration of affairs in the laft reign ; he concluded, " to fum up all
Ms crimes in one* his traiterous defign of defeating the Proteftant fucceffion,
the foundation of both our prefent and future happinefs; and of advancing
a popiflh Pretender to the throne, which would have involved his native
country in endlefs. mifery.'* The arguments which ferjeaM Miller advanced
, were no lefs ftrong. " He was againft the motion for three reafons: i .Becaufe
he thought it againft the intereft of the king. 2. Againft the intereft of his
country. 3. Againft the intereft of the prefent miniftry. That he loved the
king better than he loved himfelf; and hated his enemies more than he did.
That he loved his country as he loved himfelf; and as he thought its intereft
infeparable from the king's* fo he would not have any public favour fhewn
to one, who had afted in fo notorious a manner againft both. And as fop
the prefent minifters* he was fo well fatisfied with their juft, prudent, and
fuccefsful management, that he would not fee them expofed to the cabals
and intrigues of their inveterate, though feemingly reconciled enemies *." This
oppofition was ftrenuoufly enforced by Arthur Onflow, afterwards fpeaker of
the houfe of commons, lord William Paulett, Sir Thoma3 Pengelly, and
feveM others, who-almoft uniformly fupported the meafures of government,
^The motion, however, was carried by 231 voices againft 113; and lord
Finch and Walpole were ordered to bring in a bill-according to the prayer
of the petitioner-f-..

On the fecond reading of the bill, lord William Paulett moved for the ad-
dition of a clauf^;, " difabling the late yifcount Bolingbroke from being a
member of either houfe of parliament, or from/enjoying any office or place May 13.
of truft.*'    This motion, warmly feconded by feveral members,  was no
.lefs ftrenuoufly oppofed by the minifter, and aegatived by 154 againft 84,
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The obferving," That he was fully fatisfied the petitioner had
